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1« THE PRESIDENT SAW DUC FOR A SECOND TIME THIS MORNING FOR 40 
. MINUTES, AND I MET WITH HIM SEPARATELY FOR 45 MINUTES AS WELL. | 

THE PRESIDENT REAFFIRMED HIS DETERMINATION IN THE STRONGEST P 

POSSIBLE TERMS TO PROCEED TOWARD CONCLUSION OF THE AGREEMENT. 

JUST PRIOR TO THE MEETING DUC HAD TOLD ME THAT PRESIDENT THIEU HAD 
CONSIDERED CAREFULLY THE CURRENT STATE OF NEGOTIATIONS AND NOW 
SUGGESTED THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD PROCEED BILATERALLY 

ESSENTIALLY ALONG THE LINES OF THE MAY 8 PROPOSAL, AS AN ALTERNATIVE 

* 

TO GIVING UP ON ANY OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES WHICH SAIGON INSISTS 
IT CANNOT COMPROMISE. THE PRESIDENT REJECTED THIS OPTION AS 
DISASTROUS AND ONE WHICH WOULD RESULT IN A CUTOFF OF U.S. SUPPORT. 

JE TOLD DUC THAT WE WILL TRY TO GET A FEW SELECTED CHANGES THAT MAY 
STILL BE POSSIBLE IN THE DECEMBER 4 ROUND AND THEN CONSIDER 
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THE AGREEMENT FINAL. HE EMPHASIZED AGAIN HIS FIRM DETERMINATION 

TO STAND BEHIND THE GVN AND THIEU, AND TO REACT WITH STRONG MEASURES 

• ♦ 

TO ANY VIOLATIONS. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE HAD MET WITH THE JCS 
THIS MORNING AND HAD. TOLD THEM TO PREPARE 

CONTINGENCY PLANS TO THIS END. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE SUPPORT DF 

/ 

THE UNITED STATES WAS MUCH - MORE VITAL THAN PARTICULAR CLAUSES IN 
THE AGREEMENT AND THAT A SPLIT BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES WOULD BE 
FATAL. THE PRESIDENT OFFERED TO MEET WITH THIEU BEFORE SIGNING 
THE AGREEMENT, PROVIDED WE WERE ASSURED IN ADVANCE THAT GVN WOULD 
SIGN THE AGREEMENT AS WELL; AND AFTER THE AGREEMENT HE SUGGESTED 
A CONFERENCE OF FRIENDLY ASIAN NATIONS, INCLUDING SUCH COUNTRIES 
AS KOREA, THAILAND AND THE PHILIPPINES AS WELL AS THE GVN AND THE 
U.S. THUS, THE PRESIDENT IS PREPARED TO MEET WITH THIEU BOTH 
BEFORE AND AFTER THE AGREEMENT TO DEMONSTRATE OUR SOLIDARITY. 

OUR POSITION REMAINS FIRM, HOWEVER, THAT A MEETING BETWEEN THE 
TWO PRESIDENTS WITHOUT PRIOR ASSURANCE THAT THE GVN WOULD SIGN 
THE AGREEMENT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION SINCE FAILURE WOULD BE 
DISASTROUS. THE PRESIDENT INSISTED UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT DUC 
NOW PROVIDE THE UNITED STATES WITH THE PRIORITIES THAT IT ATTACHES 
TO THE VERY FEW REMAINING CHANGES THAT CAN REALISTICALLY BE 
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* * ACHIEVED NEXT WEEK. THE PRESIDENT CONDUCTED THE MEETING IN A 

FORCEFUL AND UNCOMPROMISING WAY AND THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT 

DUC AT least UNDERSTANDS that THERE are NO OPTIONS SHORT OF 

« 

SUICIDE FOR THIEU. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER OR NOT THIEU 

« 

WILL TEST THE PRESIDENT’S WORD. 

2. IN MY MEETING WITH DUC 1 TRIED TO BRING HOME THE FACT THAT 
#» 

THE GVN MUST ESTABLISH PRIORITIES FOR A FEW SELECTED CHANGES 
IN PARIS. IT IS OBVIOUSLY A PAINFUL PROCESS FOR DUC TO HOLD 
DISCUSSIONS IN THIS FASHION, BUT I THINK HE AND THE AMBASSADOR 
ARE SLOWLY BECOMING AWARE OF REALITIES. IT IS APPARENT, 

HOWEVER, THAT THEY HAVE SO FAR MADE LITTLE IMPACT ON THIEU AND J 
NHA. GVN CENTRAL CONCERN' REVOLVE AROUND THREE QUESTIONS. 

FIRST IS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN THE SOUTH, ON WHICH DUC 
EMPHASIZES THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF WITHDRAWAL IS EVEN MORE 
ESSENTIAL THAN LIMITED DE FACTO WITHDRAWALS. SECOND IS THE 
COMPOSITION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON WHICH DUC CONTINUES TO 
UNDERLINE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF THE PROVISION FOR THREE 
SEGMENTS DESPITE ALL OUR ARGUMENTS CONCERNING THE POWERLESSNESS 
OF THE COUNCIL AND ITS OBVIOUS NON-GOVERNMENTAL NATURE. THIRD 
IS MENTION OF THE PRG BY TITLE IN THE DOCUMENT, WHICH THEY SAY 
WILL ESTABLISH THE PRINCIPLE OF TWO GOVERNMENTS IN THE SOUTH. 

I HAVE EMPHASIZED TO DUC THAT WE CANNOT POSSIBLY GET SATISFACTION 

* 




ON ALL OF THESE AND THEY MUST CHOOSE PRIORITIES CAREFULLY. 



3. I WILL MEET AGAIN TOMORROW MORNING WITH DUC TO CONTINUE OUR 

a 

EFFORTS TO HAMMER OUT PRECISE AGREED POSITIONS FOR DECEMBER 4 

f * 

AS WELL AS GVN AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO BUY THE AGREEMENT 
AFTER THIS FINAL ROUND. I HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT WE MUST KNOW 
THEIR POSITIONS NO LATER THAN SATURDAY MORNING OUR TIME. WE 

OBVIOUSLY STILL HAVE A LONG, PAINFUL* WAY TO GO. 

• ♦ 

WARM REGARDS. 
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